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POLICE SURVEILLANCE

GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

Eyes on
Senate as
default
looms
By Alan Fram and David Espo

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans
and Democrats in Congress lumbered through a day of political maneuvering Saturday while a threatened default by the Treasury crept
uncomfortably closer and a partial
government shutdown neared the
end of its second week.
“We haven’t done anything yet”
by way of compromise, Majority
Leader Harry Reid of Nevada said
after Senate leaders took control of INSIDE
efforts to end the
% Social
impasse, although
he and other Demo- conservatives
crats said repeated- looking
ly there was reason beyond gay
for optimism.
marriage,
Across
the
Capitol, tea party abortion,
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Rep. John Fleming of Louisiana said there was
“definitely a chance that we’re going to go past the deadline” on
Thursday that Treasury Secretary
Jack Lew has set for Congress to
raise the $16.7 trillion debt limit.
Lawmakers in both parties said
they were watching for the reaction to the political uncertainty by
the financial markets when they
reopen after the weekend.
President Obama met with Senate Democratic leaders at the White
House after accusing Republicans of
practicing the politics of extortion.
“Manufacturing crises to extract
massive concessions isn’t how our
democracy works, and we have to
stop it,” Obama said in his weekly
radio and Internet address.
Ironically, though, House Republicans who triggered the shutdown with tea party-driven demands to eradicate Obama’s
health law conceded that they had
temporarily been reduced to virtual bystander status.
“The Senate needs to hold tough,”
Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., quoted
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, as
telling the GOP rank and file in a
private meeting. “The president
now isn’t negotiating with us.”
The effects of the partial government shutdown varied widely,
See SHUTDOWN, Page 6A

Staff photo by Andrew Craft

A surveillance camera and transmitter hang from a light pole in Charlotte, where police cameras have been in use for more than 10 years.

LOOK WHO’S
WATCHING

While some neighborhoods welcome the
use of police cameras, privacy advocates
warn of the potential for misuse.
By Andrew Barksdale

Staff writer

G

ena Johnson, fed
up with the
prostitution in
her neighborhood
south of
downtown Fayetteville,
confronted a pimp driving
slowly in front of her house
this summer.
“Why do these girls come
down this street?” she asked
him.
Without stopping, he blurted

out a reply through the
window.
“This is the safest place
for them to be,” he said.
Johnson, the coordinator
of the B Street community
watch group, said she hopes
Fayetteville police will
install a surveillance camera
in her neighborhood to try to
capture the prostitution and
drug dealing that occur
openly in the streets.
“They just irritate the hell
out of me,” said Johnson,
who is 61.

The neighborhood of
modest bungalows, a few
churches and a middle school
is near Eastern Boulevard
and Grove Street.
The Police Department
plans to install an initial
batch of five cameras in the
downtown area by the end of
this year. At least one will
go up at Festival Park.
Police Chief Harold
Medlock is touting the
surveillance cameras as an
important crime-fighting tool
that will cost little to maintain
and can lessen the need to
hire more officers. Medlock
took over the Fayetteville
department in February after
a nearly 23-year career with
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
See CAMERAS, Page 6A

SURVEILLANCE
CAMERAS

The Fayetteville Police Department
has received a $102,873
grant from the U.S. Department
of Justice to install surveillance
camera systems outside and
monitoring equipment.
Some quick facts:
% Number of cameras: Five
to be installed downtown initially
% Cost of each camera
system: $3,000*
% Video retention: 10 days
*The cost excludes installation and
startup equipment and monitors.
Policies have not been drafted yet, but
10-day retention is likely.
Source: Fayetteville Police Department

NORTH CAROLINA POLITICS

Weakened Democrats look to make comeback
! The party faces major disadvantages and tough
opponents even as leaders say many voters are fed up with
decisions made by the GOP-led General Assembly.
By Paul Woolverton

Staff writer

Four years after North Carolina’s Democratic Party celebrated
the election of Barack Obama —
the first Democratic presidential
candidate to take the state since

inside

1976 — the party found itself
abandoned by voters and the moneyed interests that kept it in power for more than a century.
The 2010 and 2012 elections
knocked the Democrats into their
weakest position since the 1890s,
when North Carolina was a three-

party state and the other two political parties, the Republicans
and Populists, banded together to
beat them.
Today, less than 13 months from
the next major election, the Democratic Party has licked its wounds
and assessed its position. Its leaders
and activists say they can push back
the Republican juggernaut that has
taken veto-proof super-majorities in
the state House and Senate.
“Frankly, the realistic goal is:
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Eliminate the super-majority in
both chambers, or at least one,”
said Jeanne Milliken Bonds, a
Democratic strategist and pundit
in Wake County.
From there, the party can work
on taking back at least one of the
chambers in 2016, she said.
State Rep. Rick Glazier of
Fayetteville, one of the ranking
House Democrats, is more
See DEMOCRATS, Page 7A

‘My assessment is
that 2010 was a
national tsunami,
and North
Carolina got
swept up in that tidal wave.’
— Rick Glazier, Democratic state
representative
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